
 

Rhinelander Area Food Pantry 
Volunteer Connection 

September 2013 

 

Guy’s Corner 

Guy Hansen              RAFP Executive Director 

We Need Your Help 
RAFP is one of several area organizations that has  been 
selected to participate in the 2013 WPS Energy 
Challenge during October and November.  We will 
receive $1,000 from WPS when we complete the 
challenge.  If we document enough energy saving, we 
will receive $1,500. 
 
To complete the challenge by December 1, we must 
have: 

 10 participants install weatherization kits 
provided by WPS (more is great). 

 10 participants sign up by October 1 to take 
action to reduce energy use.  WPS will track 
energy savings (more is great) 

 10 participants enroll online or by phone in one 
or more of several energy saving programs such 
as paperless billing and payment 
www.wisconsinpublicserve.com or The Focus 
on Energy appliance recycling program  
www.focusonenergy.com   

 People (the more the 
better) do something 
specific like installing CFL 
bulbs, changing their furnace filter cleaning the 
refrigerator coils, turning off the television 
when not in use, having a home energy audit, or 
checking out a “Watts Up” unit from the library 
to check out actual appliance energy use.  

The weatherization kits will be available at The Pantry. 
You must be a WPS residential customer to be a 
participant.  This is a chance for you to help The Pantry, 
the environment and your pocketbook. 
You can sign up anytime in October or November and 
report to us so we can get credit for it. We won’t get 
credit if its not documented  

Call Jane at RAFP 715-369-7237 or Guy 715-282-5810 

You’re Invited to ZOO BOO 
 

 Saturday, October 12 is the annual Zoo Boo from 
1-5 pm at Wildwood’s in 
Minocqua.  Children and adults 
come in costume for this fun 
event.  Some of the costumes are 
very elaborate, some very 
simple, but all look great.  It’s a 
fun afternoon of activities for all.   
  
Children are  requested to bring 
a non-perishable item or two or 
give a money donation for the 
Lakeland and RAFP food pantries 
for the admission fee.  This year Al and Bunny 
Denniger and Carl and Laurie Williams will again be 
there, along with Kris Wilson and her dad, Dan to 
sort, box up and haul RAFP’s portion of the food 
given.    

 

Hodag Pride Bracelets 
Support your local Rhinelander Area Food Pantry 
and Rhinelander Area Optimist Club with one of 
the new Green and White Crystal Hodag Pride 
Bracelets, made by Golden Karat Jeweler’s. They 
only cost $20 (cash or check only) and 100% of the 
proceeds will go to The Pantry.  As of Sept. 26, 
bracelet sales have raised $1,500 for the 
Rhinelander Area Food Pantry. The River News is a 
co-sponsor of this project. Bracelets are available 
at Golden Karat Jewelers. Get yours today! 
 

 

http://www.wisconsinpublicserve.com/
http://www.focusonenergy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RhinelanderAreaFoodPantry?ref=stream&directed_target_id=0
https://www.facebook.com/RhinelanderAreaOptimistClub?directed_target_id=0
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Monday Site Managers 
By 

Carole Hansen and Colleen Finn 
We are the Monday site managers at The Pantry.  
We look forward to seeing our friends there—both 
volunteers and customers.  The volunteers who 
work each week are a caring and cheerful group.  
Customers are made to feel important and 
wanted.  We see smiles, hear easy conversations 
and a friendly, “Have a good day,” as the customers 
leave. 
  
We look forward to seeing our customers as well—
to calm their fears, to catch up on how they are, to 
talk and play with their children, to joke and laugh 
with them, to listen to them, to hug or pat them on 
the back as encouragement or praise and to let 
them know we’re just glad we’re here to help at 
this time in their lives. 
  
We love what the Food Pantry is doing to help 
make the lives of our neighbors healthier.                   

 
 
Carole 

Hansen and 
Colleen Finn 

 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church generously donated 
school supplies for distribution to children of 
families using the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry 
(RAFP).  Gene Belmas, representing St.Mark's, is 
pictured with Jane Motowski, RAFP Manager, when 
he delivered the supplies. This is the third year that 
St. Mark’s has made such a donation  

 
 
 

Ride Bus to RAFP for Free 
 
Anyone who qualifies to use the Commission on 
Aging Bus will get free transportation to The Pantry 
on the Fourth Monday of the month. They need to 
be a resident of Oneida County. The pantry is open 
for this specific group and provides a less hectic 
environment, no waiting in line and allows more 
time for making choices.. They can take what they 
would receive in a month if they choose to 

Call the Department of Aging to make 
arrangements to and from The Pantry free of 
charge.  The bus will not be making any other stops 
at this time. 
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That’s A Lot of Tuna 

After the Oneida County Relay for Life event, the 
Rhinelander Area Food Pantry received over 500 
cans (193 pounds) of tuna for eventual distribution 
to area families in need.  Pictured here, collecting 
the cans of tuna after they were used as weigh for 
the Relay Luminary bags are: Neil Baudhuin, Guy 
Hansen, Jim Hagen and Bill Vancos.  The Relay 
Committee and the Food Pantry express their 
appreciation to the local Financial Institutions, 
Paper Mill and Printpack for collecting the cans, 
and to everyone that donated to the Tuna Two-'fer 
campaign. 

 

 

 

Holiday Expressions 
Are you looking for something different to do while 
the guys are out deer hunting?  Why not begin your 
holiday season by attending the 8th annual Holiday 
Expressions on Saturday, November 23, 2013 
presented by The Holiday Acres Resort and 
Newcomers and Friends.  The theme for this 
special event is Winter Wonderland and includes a 
plated luncheon; several raffle tables, food samples 
and recipes, decorating demonstrations, greenery 
centerpieces, decorating ideas, general store and 
so much more. The doors open from 10 – 2 with 
the plated lunch beginning at 11.  There is an 
admission charge of $2 for the demonstrations plus 
$10 for the plated lunch.  $2 from each lunch as 
well as the admission charge plus 100% of the net 

proceeds from the event benefits the Rhinelander 
Area Food Pantry.   This event is a fun filled ladies 
day out so mark your calendars and join us.  
Holiday Acres is located on Lake Thompson – 3 
miles east of Rhinelander off Hwy P. For more  
information or to make a reservation for the 
luncheon, contact Rhonda at Holiday Acres: 
718.369.1500.  
Holiday Expressions is an annual fundraiser for the 
Rhinelander Area Food Pantry. We thank them for 
all the hours of preparation that goes into this 
great event. 

 

Pantry Potato Picking Party 
 

On VERY short notice over 40 people came out to 
the U.W. Ag. Research Station in Starks Friday 
evening, September 27 to fill 6 one-ton bins of 
potatoes for The Pantry.  It was a fun and satisfying 
event on a perfect fall evening.  Each participant 
was also able to take a few pounds of red, white, 
yellow or purple potatoes home with them.  
Thanks to all the volunteers who came out to pick.  
A special thanks to the four Ag Farm employees 
who volunteered their time to stay and make it 
happen and to Jane who had food there for 
everyone. 
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Youth Choir Makes Generous Donation 
 

The First Congregational Church Youth Choir held a 
concert on June 2nd.  Freewill offerings from the 
event exceeded $1,500 and were donated to the 
Rhinelander Area Food Pantry.  Pictured are Choir 
members (left to right): Charley Devereaux, Kiah 
Sexton, Isabella Devereaux, Haley Dreuth, Cydney 
Devereaux, Lauren Sexton and Riley 
Aschenbrenner.   We are very appreciative of the 
efforts of the Choir.  

 
 
 

Did You Know? 
By Jane Motowski, General Manager 

 
           .we offer other food services than food 
distribution 3 times a week. 
           .we offer emergency food 24/7 

           .we offer food distribution the fourth 
Monday of every month for anyone who qualifies 
to use the Commission on Aging bus. They can take 
what they would receive in a month if they choose 
to 

           .we offer the Weekend Food For Kids 
backpack program to all K-4 students eligible for 
free or reduced  lunch. These contain enough food 
a child can prepare themselves (if necessary) for 2 
days 
           .we offer books, through FOOD for the 
MIND. Every child in the family can have a lightly 
used book. 
           .we also work with FRAS providing pet food, 
treats and spay and neutering for customer pets 
           .last but not least, we work with the 
Association of Churches for Emergency Support, 
Nativity of Our Lord and Goodwill to provide 
emergency services to people requesting them 
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Rhinelander Area Community Garden 
 

Community Garden Already Facing Seasonal Challenges 
By Jan Sarkauskas & Tom Jerow 

 

 

The Rhinelander Area Food Pantry is currently receiving 100 to 150 pounds of 
produce three times per week from the Community Garden.  Mike Wiernasz, RAFP 
volunteer, is pictured picking the last of the season's snap peas. Tom Jerow and Jan 
Sarkauskas, Garden Co-coordinators said they harvested tomatoes, beets, carrots, 
onions, peppers, squash, kohlrabi, leeks, 
cabbage, broccoli, beans, cucumbers 
and a variety of herbs. These fresh 

vegetables are very popular and healthy options for Food Pantry 
customers. If you would like to volunteer to help at with the 
garden, please contact Tom Jerow at 715-369-6875 or stop by 
the garden on Thayer Street on Monday, Wednesday or 
Saturdays between 8 & 11 am.  There is still fall clean-up to do. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Camp Honey Rock 
 

Occasionally an organization or group will 
volunteer to perform a specific project.  One 
such group was a number of college students 
enrolled in the summer leadership program at 
Honey Rock, the Northwoods Camp & Campus 
of Wheaton College, located in Three Lakes, WI. 
The group recently worked on a number of 
projects at the community garden.  Pictured 
along with the volunteers from Camp Honey 
Rock is Garden Co-Coordinator Tom Jerow. 

 
 
 
 

 

tel:715-369-6875
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 What Happened to the CANtastic 
Event?? 
  
It will begin Saturday, November 16 at The Rouman 

Cinema!! 

  

You remember itðthe Rhinelander Area Food Pantry 

event where competing community teams design and 

build structures out of food.  CANtasticðthe event 

that combines the competitive spirit of a design/build 

competition with a unique way to help feed the 

hungry in our community.  Teams use canned or 

boxed foods to build their structures, based on a 

theme.  The theme this year is, ñHunger Games.ò 

  

Past themes have been ñSpring into Actionò, ñDonôt 

Toy with Hungerò and ñShine A Light on Hunger.ò  Past teams from organizations are diverse as:  Associated 

Bank, RHS Key Club, WJFW-TV, WDNR/U.W.EXT. and the High School Building Trades have built 

creations such as a riding mower, a Mister Potato Head, a Chevrolet and a lighthouse. 

  
These creations are on display and are judged on a criteria including creativity, complexity and the use of color.  

At the close of the competition, prizes are awarded for Judgesô Choice, Peopleôs Choice and Most Cans Used 

Following the Theme.  All of the food used in the structures is donated to The Pantry for distribution. 

  

  

The 2013 CANtastic event will be held in November at the Rouman Cinema.  Previous events have occurred in 

the spring, but this year both date and location have been moved.  The 2013 theme ñHunger Games" was 

chosen at the conclusion of the 2012 event.  With the release of the second movie in the Hunger Games series, 

ñCatching Fireò this November, it was decided to move this yearôs CANtastic event to the Rouman Cinema to 

coincide with the presentation of this movie. 

  

This yearôs Build Day will be Saturday, November 16, and the CANtastic creations will be on display for three 

weeks to allow the public to view and judge them.  It is hoped that the date change will allow more teams to 

participate.  Competition is open to any group/organization (clubs, schools, Scouts, churches, businesses, etc.) 

in the Rhinelander area and financial assistance is available to help teams purchase the necessary food for their 

structure.  Teams should begin planning now and register your structure plant soon!  Additional information is 

available by contacting Guy Hansen at 715-282-5810 or going to www.rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org.   

 

tel:715-282-5810
http://www.rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org/
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Helping to build a Hunger Free Community 

 

RAFP to Move in the Spring 
 

The Rhinelander Area Food Pantry must take over the two-story building we now share with 
the Nativity of Our Lord Thrift Shop or move to a new location. After a year spent evaluating 
nearly every available building in Rhinelander, it was apparent that for the cost of bringing our 
present location up to standard, we could purchase a newer, larger, safer, more convenient 
building. 
 
We have an accepted offer to purchase the present Golden Harvest building on Coon Street 
and move into it next spring when their new building is completed. This will provide a space 
that is almost 50% larger, one level, open, sound, and dry (after roof replacement) with newly 
upgraded heating, cooling and electrical systems. Other than the roof, very few building 
modifications are needed. 
 
Inside it will provide additional room to store and distribute food, including produce, as well as 
room to gather, register, read and receive nutritional, financial or other counseling/assistance. 
Outside it will provide additional room to safely park, pick up food, receive food deliveries and 
plow snow. 
 
We have already raised $100,000 toward the purchase price. We need to raise another 
$150,000 to complete the purchase and replace the roof. A major donor has contributed 
$20,000 toward this goal.  Another donor will equally match the  
next $20,000 in contributions. We have a good start, but itôs only a start.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information on helping the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry, call 715-369-7237 
www.rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org 

../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Julie/Local%20Settings/Temp/www.rhinelanderareafoodpantry.org

